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Who’s the Big Wheel at Rides?

October 5, 2015

Rides Mass Transit District has implemented a program to
recognize employees at Rides. Each quarter one employee
will be drawn from an envelope that includes the names of
all staff. The employee will receive: a movie pass, drinks,
popcorn, and candy. A photo of the winner will be placed
in their dispatch office on a big wheel. A brief bio of the
winner will be in the newsletter. The winner is:

Administration Office - 30 Veterans Drive, Harrisburg, Il 62946
Phone 618-253-8761 Fax 618-252-2754

THE RMTD ADVENTURE

RIDES MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT

Shelley Julian
Shelley is a dispatcher/driver from Edgar County. She enjoys going to the movies a lot. She is
a student at Lakeland College in Mattoon studying business administration, and a very loving
foster parent. She has 2 daughters and 1 granddaughter and enjoys spending time with them
and shopping. Shelley is a very hard worker
and will help out whenever and where ever
needed, and she always has a big smile on her
face. Shelley is originally from Bakersfield, CA
and Las Vegas, Nevada.

“Service is our Passion”
Thank you for providing excellent
customer service to our riders.
October

Karen Anderson
Ron Clawson
Tommy Dutton
Glen Mahan
Cynthia Schmittler
Charles Risley
Cynthia Perry
Judy Whitaker
Walter Sons

Rob Carter
Jan Cross
John Hayes
Sean Maurer
Don Reed
Robert Smith
David Waid
Rodney Worak

November
James Francis
Frank James
Michelle Keller
Rick Krieger
Steve Lutz
Debbie Mott
Jerry Mulvey
PJ Murray
Ed Smith
Lisa Smith
Autumn Thomas
Travis Tyler
Alice Shores
December
Mary Baker
Travis Bresach
Kendra Carr
Sharon Cross
Tom Cundiff
Melony DeLuca
Jeff Donnelly
Terry Hamlin
Tony Lane
Laurie Mosier
Sonja Prevo
Jeremy Prior
Tony Rhoads
Eric Ridings
James Smith
Tom Sorensen
Clay Swanner
Charles Toler
Charlie Wade
Christina Walker
Deron Caudle

Check with your local office
for dates, time and locations
to get your
flu shot.
What's Going on in Our District…

There are events going on all around you.
Here are a few things that are taking place
over the next few months!
Oct. 10th-Cemetery Tour & Fall Festival
in Golconda 10-5pm
Oct. 16-18th-Balloons over Mt. Vernon Fly
In-Mt. Vernon 7am-10pm
Friday & Saturday and 12-9pm
on Sunday-No cost
Oct. 17-18th-Fort Massac Encampment
10-5pm Metropolis-Mock Battles,
demonstrations and food
Nov. 7-8th-Heritage Festival Southeastern
Illinois College Harrisburg
Saturday 9am to 4pm Sunday
10 am to 4 pm Crafts, food, and
entertainment
Nov.7-8th-Knife Show Mt. Vernon at
Veterans Park 9-4pm
Nov. 15th-Autumnfest Arts & Crafts 9-4pm,
John A. Logan College Carterville,
Nov. 21st-Arthur Amish Country Christmas
-All day, Parade at 5:30pm Arthur
Dec. 1-April 1st-Bald Eagle WatchingCache River Wetlands, Cypress
Call 618-657-2203
Check your local paper community
calendars for parades, craft sales, plays
going on at the local college, and
Christmas programs or light shows.

Lunch On Us

Terrie Goodwin
Alyssa Washburn

Holidays
Columbus Day-Monday, October 12th
Thanksgiving-Thursday, November 26th
Christmas-Friday, December 25th

Larry Baker retires after 29 years with RMTD. Larry worked out of the Hardin County Operations
Center as a mechanic located in Rosiclare. Also in
photo is Rob Carter Lead
Mechanic and

Pam Carter(seated left) retires after 15 years
with RMTD. Pam worked in the Wayne County
Operations Center
located in Fairfield as the
lead dispatcher. Also in the photo is Sherry
York dispatcher, Janet Perkins Human Re-

Nancy Russell(center photo) retires after 20 years
with RMTD. Nancy worked out of the Grayville
Operations Center as a bus driver. Also in photo
is Wanda Bankston Supervisor, and Judy Whitaker
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Tami Spriet—Driver, Saline
Leonard Willis—Driver, Saline
Thomas Finley—Mechanic Intern, Saline
Sharon Cross—Driver, Richland
JoAnn Wade—Driver, Crawford
Sean Adams—Driver, White
Jan Cross—Driver, White
Lisa Smith—Driver, Williamson
Cathy Talbott—Driver, Williamson
April Smith—Driver, Williamson
Gregg Benskin—Driver, Wayne

Wayne Hampton—Mechanic, Richland
Walter Sons—Driver, Wayne
Deron Caudle—Driver, Wayne
Kathleen Evans—Driver, Effingham
Cynthia Perry—Driver, Effingham
Alice Shores—Driver, Hardin
Maria Veach—MedTrans, Williamson
Adam Gwalik—MedTrans, Williamson

Apps to Help with the Holidays
Shop for Kids - This app allows you to scan a barcode and read reviews on
products you are not sure about. It also allows you to set alerts for price drops
and get real time comparison notifications.
Santa’s Bag – Several functions are available on this app. It allows you to make a
budget for your holiday gift giving. You can also make a list of people to buy for and
keep track of what you have bought and spent on each person. A password lock can be
set so that only you can access your gift lists.

Our Cam—When your taking family photos and you want to share them directly
with a specific group of people this app is great. You make a send list from the
contacts in your phone. The pictures can automatically be sent to those people
and you can also chat with them.

Easy Chicken and Dressing Casserole
From: Carletta L. Hanks

Ingredients:



3 Skinless/boneless Chicken
Breast



1 Box Stove Top Stuffing



1 Can Mushroom Soup



1 Can Cream of Chicken Soup



1 cup Sour Cream



1 Can Sliced Water Chestnuts



1 Can of Mixed Vegetables

Preparation:
Cook chicken breasts until tender and cut into pieces. Mix all ingredients
together in a large bowl. Bake in a 9 X 13 pan that has been sprayed with
pam and for bake 40-45 minutes in a 350 degree oven. Serve and enjoy.
I have divided this recipe into two 8 X 8 pans and froze one for later.
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Macys Thanksgiving Parade
The first Macy's Day Parade took place on
Christmas of 1924. Macy's employees
dressed as clowns, cowboys, and other fun
costumes, and traveled with Central Park zoo
animals, and creative floats six miles from
Herald Square to Harlem in Manhattan.
The parade was meant to draw attention to
the Macy's store in NYC. Over 250,000 people
attended the inaugural Macy's Day Parade. It
was decided that this NYC parade would
become an annual NY event in Manhattan.
Fun Facts about the Parade:
In 1927, Felix the Cat became the first giant
balloon featured at the Macy's Day Parade.
Snoopy - the Peanuts character created by
Charles Schultz - holds the distinction of
having the most Thanksgiving Day NYC
Parade floats, with six different balloons since
1968.
The Macy's Day Parade floats were pulled by
horses until 1939.
The 1945 Macy's Day Parade surpassed 2
million people in attendance.

Santa Claus has ended the parade every
year except in 1933 when he led the
parade.
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Winter Driving
Submitted by: Bob Patterson Safety/Training Coordinator

Winter weather will be arriving and we all know what that means cooler temperatures, snow, ice, fog, rain and
deer. I want all of us to be prepared. The best advice is not to drive at all, if you can avoid it. But, as transit operators this may not always be the case. There are times when the transit system must provide transportation to
our customers who are in need of our services even when road conditions are not favorable. We must be extra
careful when operating in these winter conditions. Here are a few important tips.
Please read the following and if you have questions or concerns please contact your supervisor.
 Driving
Drive defensively. Always expect the unexpected. Do not over drive the distance that you can
see (look ahead).


Slow down!
Decrease your speed. You should allow at least three times more space between your vehicle
and the vehicle in front of you. Brake gently to avoid skidding. Keep your lights and windshield
clean. Remember, the posted speed limits are for dry pavement and a clear day. Slow down at
the first sign of rain, snow, sleet, fog, etc.



Watch for icy surfaces
Even when the road seems to be in good condition bridges, overpasses, infrequently traveled
roads, shady areas ice first.



Allow extra time
When the weather is cold, snowing, foggy, sleeting or it is icy outside plan to arrive at the office
a little earlier than you normally do to allow for the extra duties you may have to do such as
brushing snow and/or ice off of the vehicle.
You need to allow for extra drive time to the clients home. This will depend on the road
conditions.



Weather
The weather may be different in different parts of the district. It may be dry and clear in Olney but it
may be snowing in Carmi. How do we determine if the weather is to bad to drive?
The process we use to determine if the weather is too bad to transport clients. The earlier driver will
inform the supervisor of the road conditions when he/she arrives at the office. Once on route the driver
will inform the supervisor if there is a road or client that they cannot get to. Dispatch will call the client
with information.
For instance a driver is unable to work, the driver will report to the supervisor that he/she is unable to
drive to work due to weather conditions.
If the driver made it to work and is on route, runs into ice on the road and is unable to proceed safely. It
is the driver’s responsibility to inform dispatch/supervisor of the condition of the road.
Office personnel will inform the client if we are unable to reach them.
It is the supervisor’s responsibility to determine if the weather is too dangerous to proceed and if all
transportation is to be stopped.
The supervisor will forward this information to their regional supervisor who will relay the information
to the operations manager who will inform the CEO.










The CEO will use this information to determine if transportation will be closed, partially closed, or just
run an in town route.

Page 4



Vehicle Running
When warming the inside of the vehicle or while waiting with the vehicle running we expect you to be
mindful of the length of time the vehicle is running and where the vehicle is parked.



Never Rock a RIDES Vehicle
If a bus is stuck (unable to drive the bus out easily) in the ditch, mud, snow, ice or unable to move for
any reason, stop the bus and radio dispatch or call your supervisor immediately. The dispatcher/
supervisor will contact a mechanic and the mechanic may go to the scene pull the bus out or call a tow
truck for assistance.



Think Ahead
Think ahead and when the ground is soft you may need to make other arrangements for the clients pick
up and drop off location. Lets avoid problems such as getting the vehicle stuck. If you are not sure it is
safe do not do it.



Clear snow and ice
Your supervisor will furnish you with an ice scrapper. Clear snow and ice from windows and lightseven the hood before leaving the lot.



Plugging in the bus
Plug the bus in at the end of the day. Before turning off the bus you must turn off all accessories including the radio, heat, air, etc. Once the weather starts to drop during the day, buses are to be plugged
in after each trip.



Unplugging the bus
Be sure to hang the electrical cord up when the bus is unplugged Do not leave the plug lying on the
ground. This causes the plug to get ran over, walked on, frozen to the ground or lying in a puddle of
water.
Be sure to unplug the bus before driving off.
If there is damage to the electrical cord, write it up and notify a mechanic immediately.



Where to park at office
During colder weather some counties have different parking spaces during the winter months because
of where the bus is plugged in.



Fueling
With the weather getting cooler in the evenings condensation can form in the fuel tanks when the fuel
level is low. In order to prevent this problem you are to begin fueling regularly (daily).



Cleaning
Do not fold bus seats up when they are wet from cleaning. This causes the side of the seat to freeze to
the window and side of the bus.
Do not spray the radiator or condenser when the temperature is predicted to drop below 45 degrees.
Do not wash the outside of the bus when the temperature is predicted to drop below 45 degrees.



Snow and Ice Removal-parking lot and sidewalks
The supervisor will assign the earliest driver that reports to work to shovel and/or spread salts melt onto
the walk areas of the building and between the buses.
(Remember, the safety of our clients is the top priority at Rides Mass Transit.)

