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Committed to “Yes”
 Outstanding Customer Service
 Developing long-term coordination
partnerships with communities and
agencies

Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Data

Total Passenger Trips were 688,240

Total trips per area;
Saline/Gallatin/Hardin/Pope Trips 149,862
Wayne/Edwards/Richland/Lawrence Trips
136,738
White/Hamilton/Wabash Trips

Administration Office - 30 Veterans Drive, Harrisburg, Il 62946
Phone 618-253-8761 Fax 618-252-2754

THE RMTD ADVENTURE

RIDES MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT

APRIL
James Bradshaw
Samantha Hillard
Chris Kisner
Eric Lane
Frank McGee
Janet Perkins
April Smith
Justin White
Erin Julian
Nick Harvey
Donnie Cantrell
Tim Carpenter
Terrie Goodwin
Robert Grundon
Matt Shaw
Alyssa Washburn
Ryan Alvord
Sherrie Brachear
Sherry York
Robert Irish
Teresa Jenkins
Cindy Miles
Penny Russell
Nikki Vaughn
Susan Waggoner

Margaret Christy
Gregory Holmes
Adam Lach
Norris Lindsey
Peggy Mosby
Amy Seidel
Norm Straw
Bill Lamb
MAY

JUNE

Carlos Burton
Kellie Elliott
Jerry Futch
Bryan Grimm
Shanna Parmley
Stacey Smith
Tara Williamson
Louie Baldwin
Harold DeLap
Crystal Husher
Renate Isom
Michele McCauley
Joy Shupe
Joyce Spivey
Karl Weaver

65,055

Jasper/Crawford/Cumberland/Effingham Trips
111,065
Williamson Trips

177,224

Clark/Edgar Trips

48,296

Buses traveled 3,699,315 miles
The total population Rides serves is
306,981

Blessing of the Bikes-Alto Pass (April 24)
City-Wide Rummage Sale-Grayville
(1st Saturday in May)
Robinson Flea Market-Robinson (May 7, 21;
June 11, 25)
Effingham Artisan Fair-Effingham (May 13-14)
Calhoun Flea Market-Calhoun (May 14)

HerrinFesta Italiana-Herrin (May 27)
Coal Days-Shawneetown (May 31)
Wing-A-Ma-Jig - Harrisburg Saline County
Fairgrounds (June 4)
Heritage Days-Martinsville (June 10)
Superman Festival-Metropolis (June-12)

Lunch On Us
Karen Bowman
Penny Russell
Becky Schou
Linda Jackson
Amy Siedel
Jacob Smith
Jan Cross
Carletta Hanks

SAVE THE DATE
RIDES PICNIC
SATURDAY, August 6TH
Swimming, Food and a Miners Ballgame

Holidays

Employee Spotlight
Staff take on new job positions at Rides

Memorial Day—Monday, May 30th

Jeffrey Drake is a Public Relations and Marketing Coordinator. I came to Rides in late January. I graduated from Harrisburg High School before obtaining an Associate’s degree
from SIC. From there, I earned a B.S. in communications
from Bradley University in Peoria. Out of college, I was a
news director for a three-station radio cluster in southern Illinois. After that, I spent a couple of years working with under
privileged young adults at the Earle C. Clements Job Corps
which is the second largest Job Corps in the country. I’m very
interested in sports, and after marrying a band director, I’ve
become very interested in going to see marching bands compete and other musical productions. I live in Harrisburg with
my wife, Hannah. We’ve got a couple of Bulldogs-Toby and
Tootsie.
Hello fellow Rides employees, I’m Shanna Parmley, Procurement Coordinator here at administration. As a new employee,
I noticed the newsletter might be a good place to introduce
myself to everyone, but also maybe a place to start a conversation about issues that many people care about. So here we
go: I am a native of McLeansboro. After graduating from
high school and Belmont University in Nashville, TN, I went
to work for my Uncle Sam who just happened to have a Navy. Just kidding. I am a proud Navy veteran and will always
admire and honor those who choose to serve. After leaving
the Navy, I worked as a project manager in California. But as
grand as California is, there is no place like home. Fortunately, I was able to move back and become part of the Rides
team. I am passionate about many issues, but would like to
concentrate my newsletter space to several key areas; veteran’s issues and physical fitness. As a veteran, and a user of
the VA medical system, I hope to have regular articles about
information and tips that are important to veterans. I would
also like to invite the other veterans who work for Rides to
send in questions you want or need answers to and tips or
other information that you may want to share with other veterans. If you do, I will reach out to the VA or other veterans
groups for answers or info, and you will see it here!
Last but not least is physical fitness. The Navy provided me
an opportunity to have a daily fitness routine, but outside of
that environment, it is easy to be less motivated to get up and
move. We spend a lot of time sitting even in the physically
demanding jobs like our drivers. Long periods of sitting can
contribute to illnesses like heart disease just like smoking.
This fact makes at least some moderate exercise an important
part of a daily routine. Whether it’s walking laps around the
building during breaks, using a stationary bike, treadmill and/
or exercising with weights, every little bit helps. Most guidance indicates that 30 minutes a day, three or more days a
week will get you to a good place. So let’s share a little on
this subject as well. Do you have fitness questions? Maybe
you have a creative way of squeezing in that workout in a
busy schedule or use tech like a FitBit. Join the conversation
and see your info here…..until next time, Shanna!

Lacey LaVarier Dispatcher
White County
Lacey started with Rides in June of 2010
Sherrie Brachear
Dispatcher Saline County
Sherrie started with Rides
in June of 2014.

Kellie Elliott
Dispatcher Saline County Kellie
started with Rides in
August of 2008.
Vickie Smith Dispatcher
Williamson County Vickie
started with Rides in
January of 2013
Sherry York
Maintenance Clerk
White County
Sherry started with Rides in August
of 2005

Roda McGee, Driver Williamson
Kevin Shaffer, Driver Williamson
Maiso Deary, Mobility Manager Call Center
Christopher Nelson, Driver Williamson
Lorena Escobedo, Dispatch Crawford
Margaret Christy, Dispatch Crawford
Donna Stevenson, Driver Williamson
Nikki Vaughn, Driver Richland
Ronda Cullison, Driver White
Jeramie Caldwell, Driver Wayne
James Pennell, Driver Saline
Josh Cavins, Driver Saline
Kimberly West, Driver Crawford
Nick Harvey, Driver Williamson
Kathy Rice is the new fiscal officer with Rides. She has been with the
company for two months. Kathy received her bachelor of Science
degree in accounting for the University of Southern Indiana and has
over 25 years of experience in the accounting field.
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Safety & Training
Supervisors- we are needing all employees without their CDL license to finish taking all tests needed for their
permit. Also, employees with permits who need tested, contact Bob and Summer to schedule testing ASAP.
Operations
Submitted by: Debra King COO

We have three drivers competing at the state Roadeo in Springfield, Illinois Saturday, April 23, 2016. If you see them, please
wish Jill Lyons from Saline County, Gina McCoin from Williamson County, and Charlie Wade from Wayne County good
luck as they compete in Springfield.
The Rides staff in Williamson participated in the Bags of Love campaign for homeless seniors in
Franklin and Williamson counties. The Marion Operations Center and the MedTrans call center
collected purses, backpacks, hats, gloves, toiletries, socks and other much needed items that
the homeless seniors could use. With their donations along with other
agencies, partners and senior centers they were able to collect enough items to have 258 bags
filled with needed supplies for homeless seniors.
The bags of love were for men and
women.
There were 60 bags for men and
198 for women.

The bags went to the list below to
distribute:
The Promise in Marion
The Ministerial Alliance in
Marion
The VA in Marion
Herrin House of Hope
Crosswalk in West Frankfort
Benton Township Pantry

Jill Lyons in the Saline county Operations Center is
the team captain for the Saline/Gallatin Relay for
Life for the American Cancer Society.
To purchase tickets for
the Gardening basket or
to make a donation,
contact Jill at the
Harrisburg office or
Carletta at the
Administration office.
The name for the basket
will be drawn on
Wednesday, May 5 just
in time for Mother’s
Day.
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Setting aside money for retirement can be a challenging situation for many employees. For some, retirement
isn't too far off. For others, retirement might be a long way down the road. No matter where someone is in
terms of their age, putting money back to help aid in retirement can make a significant impact.
Maintaining your lifestyle in retirement might not be so simple, especially on Social Security alone. According
to the U.S. Dept. of Labor, individuals could use up to an average of 80 percent of their current income to
keep up their standard of living once they reach retirement. Setting aside money along the way to assist in
those retirement needs is a smart plan to enact if you haven't already.
Some habits can be healthy, while others might not have too many positive implications. Saving money can
be a good habit to start no matter where you are in terms of years of service.
Savings calculator site: http://money.cnn.com/tools/savingscalc/savingscalc.html

Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund
By: Bill Jung , CEO
I would like each of you to understand that the Board and Administrative staff continue
to work to improve benefits and insure the futures of all employees at Rides Mass
Transit District. To that end, we have been exploring the possibility of joining the Illinois
Municipal Retirement Fund or IMRF. IMRF is a defined benefit pension plan. In other words, an employee that meets
the service requirements receives a monthly pension payment for life once they reach retirement age. The plan also
has many other valuable benefits including, disability, additional savings, as well as death and spousal benefits. Defined
pensions are the gold standard of retirement options if available.
It is important for you to also to know that IMRF is funded by its municipal members and is not part of the Illinois
budget or pension controversy that everyone hears about almost daily on the news. It is fully funded and the State
does not make contributions or have an interest in the fund. The Fund is governed by a Board made up of members
and retirees and employs some of the most highly regarded fund managers in the industry. Employee member
contributions earn 7.5% interest which is considerable in today’s volatile market conditions.

Sometime ago we collected information for a benefit and cost study from IMRF in order to determine if it was
affordable for the District. We have received that information and while it is a substantial investment, have determined
it is a viable program for Rides. The District will be making application to be included as an IMRF employer which is a 60
to 90 day process. While we cannot foresee any problems, our application will still need to be approved by IMRF before
we officially provide any information or education on the plan. Once approved we and IMRF will hold sessions
throughout the District. Janet and Karen from HR are currently meeting at locations throughout the District for our
regular annual open enrollment and will be able to provide some preliminary information about how it will impact
current benefits. It should be noted that participation in IMRF will be mandatory for all employees and requires a
mandatory pretax contribution from Rides and the employee member. The contributions made by employees can be
taken out when you leave Rides but you will have choices and tax matters to consider at that point.
I would also encourage each of you who wants information to go to the IMRF website at www.IMRF.org and look at the
tier 2 Benefit manual that is available there. Some employees have service credit prior to 2011 at another IMRF
employer or reciprocal plan and may be eligible for tier 1. Please do not call IMRF until you are notified that we are
officially an IMRF employer. They will be unable to provide information to you until you are a member.
In closing, the Board and I appreciate all of your hard work and dedication to Rides. You are the face of Rides and make
a real difference in the lives of the people in your community.
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Submitted by: Rodney Worak and Adam Lach

Rides Mass Transit took possession of four brand new, hot off the assembly line, New Flyer Xcelsior buses
March 22. These new buses are 35 feet long with a seating capacity of 32 passengers. They house a 8.9 liter
turbo diesel engine which provides a whopping 280 brake horsepower at 900 foot pounds of torque mated
to an Allison transmission for a smooth and comfortable ride.
The new buses will be located and operated out of the Williamson County Operations Center. With the
Route 13 corridor recently designated as an urban area, these new kneeling buses will be a perfect fit.

In photos is: Tom
Sorensen, mechanic out of
the Williamson County
Operations Center. Tom
had the privilege to inspect
the new buses and to see
them up close and personal. This is all very exciting.
Everyone has been asking
if is there a restroom. The
answer is no.

Page 5

April 1 – April 30

Your supervisor will be handing out your open enrollment packets.

Please take this time to carefully consider your insurance needs. Due to cafeteria plan restrictions, you will not have
another opportunity to make changes until the next open enrollment period in 2017, unless you have a qualifying
event. If you wish to make other changes to your current insurance coverage, additional forms must be completed.
Contact Karen Parks or myself, Janet Perkins, as soon as possible for the appropriate forms. I can be reached at 618253-8761 ext. 500311, and Karen can be reached at ext. 500307. All forms must be completed and returned no later
than Thursday, April 30.
Karen Parks and I will be traveling to various sites in the month of April to answer any questions you may have about
your insurance, eligibility, and to assist with forms. Watch for meeting notices.
OTHER UPDATES: Take this opportunity to update beneficiary information, change Federal or State tax allowances,

change your contributions to the (457b) retirement plan, or get enrolled if you have not taken the time to complete the
forms.

RMTD Health Plan
You may view our “Summary of Benefits and Coverage” and our Health Plan document by logging on to
www.ipmg.com with a user name and password. If you have lost your user name and password, you may
contact IPMG at the phone number listed on your insurance card or from the their web site for a new
password.
Check the insurance binder at your local site for additional information.
Congratulations!! Rides Mass Transit District is signed up for fun!
Rides employees can go online and purchase discounted tickets. This online benefit
program allows you to “print and go” so you have your ticket in hand when you get to
Holiday World with no waiting in line to purchase tickets.
Special Ticket Link:
HolidayWorld.com/FunClub
Username: Holiday1063 and Password: World1063 and click buy now.
(For Rides employees only and please do not share)

FSA Reimbursements
All requests for FSA reimbursements
for plan year June 1, 2015 – May 31,
2016 must be submitted to human
resources no later than Wednesday,
June 15, 2016.

Facts about blood needs

CDL reimbursements
To receive your CDL reimbursement, you must provide a 1. Every 2 seconds someone needs blood
copy of your new license and receipt to your supervisor. 2. More than 38,000 blood donations are
needed every day
3. 1 out of every 10 people admitted to the
Hospital needs blood
If you are unable to present your physical card at a CDL 4. Blood type o is the most requested type
facility, the certifications can be faxed to the Secretary of 5. You must be 17 years old, weigh more than
110lbs, and be in good health to donate.
State at 217-558-5156 or scanned and e-mailed to the
6.
You
can donate every 56 days
Secretary of State at 'Cdlmedical7.
Blood
demand is growing faster than
card@ilsos.net'
Donations
8. Donating blood is a safe process
Address Change
9. 4 Steps to donating: registration and
Please inform human resources
medical History, mini-physical, donation
with any home or mailing address
and Refreshments
changes.
10. The entire process takes About an hour.

Physical Certifications
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